~ CURSIVE PHONOGRAPHY

A SHORT HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

OF

THE ART OF SHORTHAND -

THE art of shorthand-writing was known and practised by most of the
ancient civilised nations : the Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Romans
had various methods of abbreviations to serve the purpose of shorthand
in some degree.

We can now trace that in ancient Greece the art flourished 350
years B.C., by the discovery of a stone found, some thirty years ago, at
Acropolis, near Athens, which contains a description of a brief method
of writing whose author is unknown. In ancient Rome, Marcus Tullius
Tiro, 102 B.C., building upon the notae vwlgares of Ennius, 200 B.C.,
evolved a system of brief writing, known as the “ Tironian Noles," of
which over 12,000 have been collected and elucidated, These nofes were
based upon a number of arbitrary characters and upon abbreviations or
distortions of the letters of the Roman alphabet, and Tiro, the freedman
and secretary of Cicero, recorded the oration of Cato on the Cataline
conspiracy with a metal “stylus” on a wax-besmeared board-—the
writing materials then in use.

With the fall of the Roman Empire, art and science declined, and
these notes gradually passed into oblivion. However, the revival of
learning, and the advancement of religious and political freedom again
created the need of short writing, and in the reign of Queen Elizabeth
we meet with the forerunner of modern shorthand : " Characterie, the
art of short, swift, and secret writing in character, by Dr, Timothy Bn‘ﬂ
(1588).” As in the Tironian Notes, each word was represented, as far as
possible, by a single letter or character modified in a multitude ofavays
by attaching dashes, hooks, loops, &c. ; and by the aid of this cumbrous
and inaccurate method of writing Shakespeare’s immortal plays were
taken down by pirate scribes in a clandestine way, who then sold their
manuscripts to enterprising publishers.

In 1602 appeared the ‘* Art of Stenography "' by John Willls. He is
not only the originator of Modern Shorthand, with its full alphabetical basis,
but also the founder of the geometric type of shorthand-writing, viz., the
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