s 5l P

“Script Phonography.”

An Address deiltvered by Mr Foim M. Warden to the Edindurgh
Shorthand Writers' Association, sth Nov., 1888. (Enlaryed.)

Any new system of shorthand that comes before the public
must necessarily possess many solid advan over existing
systems if its promoters hope to see it flouri It is not sur-
prising that most new systems should claim to be superior to all
that have preceded them. This is especially the case with the
system we now propose to consider, the full title of which is—
“Script Phonography, by Thomas Stratford Malone, F.S.S.S,,
President of the Script Shorthand Society of Great Britain
and Ireland, and of the Glasgow Script Shorthand Association ;
Member of the Institute Stenographique des deux Mondes of
Paris. Fifth edition. Published by the Script Phonography
Co., Limited, under the auspices of the Script Shorthand Society
of Great Britain and Ireland. Entered at Stationers' Hall.”

By reason of the noisy and extravagant claims made on behalf
of “Script Phonography,” the defection of a few teachers of
other systems of shorthand, and the discussion of its utility in
the fublic press (in 7i-Bits and in the Edmburgh Evening Dis-
daick), the system has excited an amount of interest quite dis-
proportionate to its merits. When it first appeared, rather more
than two years ago, I carefully studied its principles, and have
kept up my information to the present time ; and having re-
ceived many inquiries as to its value or otherwise, I think it
may be useful to give a summary of its chief features, with the
view of enabling others to form a correct opinion upon it.

The system has some peculiar features. The first that strikes
the reader, is the fact that the preface—a curiomy in itself —has
been written “ by the Script Phonography Co., Limited.” This
is a somewhat novel feature in the production of a treatise on
shorthand ; but as I shall have something to say later on as to
the Company, I will proceed to examine the claims advanced on
behalf of the system.

In the first place, Script Phonography “ claims to be the first
system ever published in Great Biitain or Ireland that combined







